Hills Like White Elephants

Read out loud?
i. The railroad station setting is important to the progress--the plot--of the story. How does this physical setting parallel the thematic concerns of the story as well?

ii. How does the title relate to the story?

iii. What is the point of view of the story, of the characters in the story?

iv. What is the theme of the story?

v. What can we say about the characters in the story?

1. Note each sentence or paragraph that is not enclosed in quotation marks, and explain how each brief commentary affects your understanding of the characters and the lives they lead.

2. Why does the girl repeat the word "please" seven times? Anger? Hysteria? Fear? Frustration? Why does the man leave her at the table?

The Jilting of Granny Weatherall

i. How does the title relate to the story?

ii. What is the point of view of the story, of the characters in the story?

iii. What is the theme of the story?

iv. What can we say about the characters in the story?

v. What is your opinion of Granny Weatherall and the life she led? Explain.

vi. How might this story be different if Granny had confronted George after jilted her?

vii. As she drifts in and out of consciousness, what painful memory is squeezed out of Granny's heart?

1. With what thought does this memory become mingled?

viii. What realization does Granny come to after her children arrive?

2. How does she respond to this realization?

ix. What does Granny ask of God just before she blows "out the light"?

x. What happens for the second time?

xi. Why is Weatherall an appropriate surname for Granny?

xii. What is ironic about Granny's desire to find George so she can tell him she has forgotten him?

3. What might be the "something not given back" that George took?

xiii. What detail indicates that Granny's sense of time has become distorted?

xiv. Why does the jilting dominate Granny's thoughts as she approaches death?

4. How is the jilting related to what she experiences in the final paragraph?

xv. What does the light refer two in the last two paragraphs symbolize?

xvi. Explain whether you think the thoughts and feelings Granny has in the story are typical for a person in her condition.
