“Lost in the Funhouse”
Discussion Questions for Paideia

1. Reminders

a. Listen; You Don’t Need To Speak

b. Use People’s Names

c. Respect the Conversation

d. You Don’t Need To Raise Your Hands

e. Refer to the Text

f. I’ll Keep Track of Comments / Rubric

g. Be prepared. This means reading the "text" closely, taking notes, and forming questions. Outline each section and have the outline in front of you.

h. Be courteous. There will be no put-downs and no sarcasm.

i. Allow the speaker enough time to begin and finish his/her thoughts. (Do not be afraid of silence---this usually means thinking is occurring.)

j. Bring others into the discussion and ask others to elaborate on their responses.

2. Everyone has a copy of the text, the criticism, and this agenda.
3. Set a Personal Goal for the Seminar

4. Please read the passage below closely and annotate.
a. Read Text Closely and Annotate

b. Read Out Loud Once in Group

5. Opening Questions
a. “Barth is also continually aware of the nature of fiction as artifice (a device, a trick, a deceit); his works abound with reminders of their (the stories) imagined and artificial reality ... His comic vision and verbal fecundity (abundance), which together push his works at times beyond the edges of farce (comic satire) and tedium, make linear plots and traditional realistic modes of presentation increasingly irrelevant to him.”
Does the form of the Lost in the Funhouse too severely impact its function and or reading OR does the form actually embellish the function and theme of the story?
6. Core Questions
a. In what period (historic) does the story take place?  Please give a couple of examples to show this.  Is the time period randomly picked, or does it have some significance to the story?  Explain.

b. The story is overtly (obviously) sexual in many places.  Please give a couple RELEVANT examples of this from the story AND explain what purpose you feel this serves in the story.

c. Barth alludes to quite a few different genres (types, styles) of writing in his story.   Please give examples for two of these and try to explain why he makes these allusions.

d. Discuss the title of the story and show how it relates to the structure of the story AND to Ambrose’s adolescence.

e. Discuss the last paragraph of the story in terms of the author’s own relationship to the narrative, to Ambrose and to his own writing.

f. Briefly discuss who or what you feel has influenced John Barth’s style and orientation, using authors and styles studied in class.

7. Closing Questions
a. What does this story represent about the course of modern fiction?
b. Have you changed your mind about your initial response to the opening question above?
8. Debriefing

a. Did you meet your personal goal during the seminar? / What will you work on next time?

b. Was there anything about the seminar that bothered you?

c. What could we do to improve the seminar?

d. What will you remember about the seminar?
