Point of View in The Lottery
What is the point of view in the story?

· Omniscient

· Third Person Limited – Major Character or Minor Character

· First Person – Major Character or Minor Character

· Objective
1. Who is interpreting the events in the story – a narrator or one of the characters?

a. If one of the characters, how does that character’s specific mind and personality affect the interpretation?

i. Is the character perceptive or imperceptive?  Why?

ii. Is the character’s interpretation reliable or unreliable?  Why?

2. Why has the author chosen this particular point of view?

a. Is the author attempting to conceal something from us in order to maintain suspense and creative surprise?

b. Does the author want to use a character who, because of his or her own particular state of mind, misleads us?  Why?

3. Does the author use this particular point of view fairly and consistently?

a. Is information withheld which rightfully should have been revealed at the beginning?

b. If the author is concealing something, is his concealment legitimate?  In other words, do you feel cheated at the end?
4. What part does this particular point of view play in the meaning of the work as a whole?

General Discussion Questions

1. What is the setting of the story?  Are there any details of setting that are not specified?

2. How would you characterize the tone of the story?

3. Are there any early clues to later events in the story?

4. What is the point of view of the story?  Why would any other point of view probably not work for this story?

5. Consider the range of character “types” presented in the story.

6. What does the lottery mean to the villagers?  (In other words, why do they do it every year?)  In spite of its “importance” to them, what attitude toward the lottery is repeatedly revealed throughout the story?

7. What is the significance of the saying, “Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon”?

8. What do you think is the central theme of the story?
