The Jilting of Granny Weatherall

1. What is the point of view in the story?

a. Omniscient

b. Third Person Limited – Major Character or Minor Character

c. First Person – Major Character or Minor Character

d. Objective

2. Who is interpreting the events in the story – a narrator or one of the characters?
a. If one of the characters, how does that character’s specific mind and personality affect the interpretation?
i. Is the character perceptive or imperceptive?  Why?
ii. Is the character’s interpretation reliable or unreliable?  Why?
3. Why has the author chosen this particular point of view?
a. Is the author attempting to conceal something from us in order to maintain suspense and creative surprise?
b. Does the author want to use a character who, because of his or her own particular state of mind, misleads us?  Why?

4. Does the author use this particular point of view fairly and consistently?
a. Is information withheld which rightfully should have been revealed at the beginning?
b. If the author is concealing something, is his concealment legitimate?  In other words, do you feel cheated at the end?

5. What part does this particular point of view play in the meaning of the work as a whole?

Read the Parable below and be prepared to discuss it.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins is a narrative attributed to Jesus. It is found in the 25th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew. Ten young women are gathering in anticipation of a wedding. They are awaiting the arrival of the bridegroom. They knew that he was coming at some time during the night. But as the drama unfolds his coming was delayed until the dark hours after midnight.

The focus of the story was on the lamps each one of the virgins carried and upon the available supply of oil. As the drama unfolded and the midnight hour approached the lamps of all ten of the virgins began to flicker and to burn low. Five of the virgins had prudently made preparations for this. These five wise virgins had brought an extra jar of oil with them. When the cry of the bridegroom's friend came at midnight they were ready. They had prepared for just such an eventuality. They rose up from their slumbers and recharged their lamps.

For the other five it was a different story. They were lacking in wisdom and in foresight. They had not prepared. They tried to borrow oil from the others. But they refused, saying that there would not be enough. As the story unfolds the lamps of the imprudent brides were going out. They could not leave the house. They were unable and go out into the darkness to meet the bridegroom. The five foolish virgins were subsequently rejected.

This is one of the most haunting parables Jesus ever told. Many Christians in devotional circles make quite a lot of it and find it very inspiring. And then there are others who find it disturbing and try to play down the parable's significance.

Some Christian commentators have considered the ten virgins to be a story about bridesmaids. However, if this were so, then the focus would be with their relationship with the bride and not, as we see it here in the parable, with the bridegroom. Some consider that the virgins are presenting a picture of 'brides to be'. It is for this reason that the ten virgins are often considered to be a 'type' of the church.

The lamps and the oil are prominent symbolic elements within the parable. They appear to be critical keys to the story. Bible commentators consider that the lamps in Biblical symbology represent the spirit of man. The oil represents the Spirit of God within. In His Presence is the provision of a spiritual energy reserve which goes beyond a person's own energy and capabilities. The oil of God's Spirit enables him to journey on in a time of personal loss and personal darkness.

The wise will rise and shine. They will be given a song in the night. Others experience the very same experience of 'burnout'. But without a provision beyond themselves they are unable to go on.

The parable is considered by many Christians to be one of great prophetic significance. Within the story lies a word of warning to those who would be wise. Because like the virgins the church is a company of people set apart in a blood covenant commitment, (or betrothal), to a coming Bridegroom. Here we see people with great expectations. They are awaiting the arrival of their Messiah. The evening starts out in a party atmosphere. But then at midnight they find themselves entering the deep darkness of the end-time. Those who are wise will find provision to go out into the darkness to meet the returning bridegroom. The foolish ones, those who have been neglectful in these important matters, will not.

Liberal commentators doubt the story is really by Jesus. Some raise issue of polygamy and try to apply it to the story. Others consider that while Jesus might reject his followers because of sin or wickedness He would never reject half of his followers simply because of a simple lack of foresight or preparation. What is also disturbing is a somewhat un-Christian element of selfishness clearly displayed in a story, where five wise virgins refuse to share their supplies of oil with five other virgins who are in need of it. Historicists also downplay the parable's prophetic significance. They affirm that there will be no apocalyptic dramas in our future. They consider that the story seems to be aimed at an audience that was waiting for a Second Coming of Jesus but was growing impatient at its delay. They believe that this suggests a time in the late first century or even later.

