Review Chapter Highlights

Discuss Story

· Is the title appropriate?  Why?  Is it ironic?

· First sentence – speaker, bias, foreshadowing

· Speaker’s attitude towards Miss Moore, friends, whites, etc.  Why?

· Importance of names – character analysis

· Religious, Scientific and Societal context

· Use of language  - ethnic and swearing

· What does miss Moore represent? – to the children and the adults in the neighborhood?

· What does the story say about the education of young black youth?

· Use of point of view in the story?  Why?

· What is the conflict of the story?  How are other opposing forces represented or expressed in the story?

· Epiphany?

· Making do and being rich – what’s the difference?  Does the narrator make sense when she comments on the sailboat on the top of page 199?

· Why does Sylvia feel ashamed of going in the store – page 199?  What keeps them from acting up in the store?

· Ms Moore’s agenda?

· Last sentence?

· What’s the theme of the story (see exercise below)?  Why?  How does it fit into Perrine’s descriptors AND how does everything in the story fit into it?

· Read & discuss criticisms

Discussion of Theme

A. Begin with this sentence frame:_________________ is a story about _____________ .

B. Put the title of the story/novel/play/poem in the first blank space.  The Scarlet Letter is a story about ____________ .

C. In the second blank space, put a single word that says what the story is really about.

--Do not give plot summary, which would look like this:

· The Scarlet Letter is a story about a woman who has a baby out of wedlock.

--Instead, use a word such as “hypocrisy”:

· The Scarlet Letter is a story about hypocrisy.

D. Now, rewrite the sentence and fill in the second blank as many times as you have words to put in there.  A list of possible words for the sentence we’ve been using might look like this:

· The Scarlet Letter is a story about

· --hypocrisy

· --sin

· --redemption

· --revenge

· --penance

· --love

· --jealousy

These words each reflect a theme of this book.

E. Now make phrases out of the words you’ve listed for the second blank, such as:

· --the desire for revenge

· --the scourge of jealousy

F. Consider what the piece of literature says about these words/phrases.  For example:

· Animal Farm by George Orwell is about the abuse of power.  

· What does the book say about the abuse of power?  Once you can answer that question, you have discovered a theme of the piece.

G. F.  Use your words/phrases to write a thesis statement which reflects your answer to the “about” question.

Notice that this exercise directs you to begin by identifying the categories of concepts found in the book (step C), then to set limits on the categories (step D), and consider what the author is commenting on specifically within each of those categories (step E).  At this point, you must examine each of the themes you have generalized by considering Perrine's principles, and write your answer to the question of what the author is commenting on about each concept in a clear, complete sentence.  For step F, you should choose one of the themes you have identified to formulate your thesis.

