The Lottery & Hunters in the Snow
The Lottery
General Discussion Questions

1. What is the setting of the story?  Are there any details of setting that are not specified?

2. How would you characterize the tone of the story?

3. Are there any early clues to later events in the story?

4. What is the point of view of the story?  Why would any other point of view probably not work for this story?

5. Consider the range of character “types” presented in the story.

6. What does the lottery mean to the villagers?  (In other words, why do they do it every year?)  In spite of its “importance” to them, what attitude toward the lottery is repeatedly revealed throughout the story?

7. What is the significance of the saying, “Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon”?

8. What do you think is the central theme of the story?
AP Work

1. We’ve studied several parts to the short story, including Point of View (First Person, Third Person Omniscient, Third Person Limited), Theme, Style, Plot (Exposition, Initiating Incident, Turning Point, Climax and Falling Action), Character (STAR), Setting (Time, place, Cultural, Etc), Tone, Mood, symbolism, among others.

a. Choose two of these characteristics above (leaving out theme and style) that you feel are instrumental in making this story work.  How do they develop the theme of the work as a whole?

b. Which two of the characteristics above seem less instrumental in making the story work?

2. Now, discuss what you believe to be the story’s style.

a. What makes this author different from the others we’ve read?

Hunters in the Snow

General Discussion Questions

1. How does the author establish the three main characters early in the story (in the first two pages)?  Do these descriptions lead you in the “right direction” as to who will be the antagonist and who the protagonist?
2. In what ways does the author both intrude on and judge the events in the story?  Give examples.

3. Are the events at the end of the story foreshadowed in any way in the first part?  If so, how?

4. Do you feel Tub’s actions are consistent with his character (e.g. justified) or not?  Why?

5. Do the characters’ reactions to the shooting seem realistic or not?  Explain.

6. What revelations after the shooting help to change the reader’s mind about the events and the characters involved?
7. Is the ending of the story realistic?  Did you see it coming?

AP Work

1. We’ve studied several parts to the short story, including Point of View (First Person, Third Person Omniscient, Third Person Limited), Theme, Style, Plot (Exposition, Initiating Incident, Turning Point, Climax and Falling Action), Character (STAR), Setting (Time, place, Cultural, Etc), Tone, Mood, symbolism, among others.

b. Choose two of these characteristics above (leaving out theme and style) that you feel are instrumental in making this story work.  How do they develop the theme of the work as a whole?

c. Which two of the characteristics above seem less instrumental in making the story work?

2. Now, discuss what you believe to be the story’s style.

d. What makes this author different from the others we’ve read?

