The Tell-Tale Heart (Poe) & Hills like White Elephants (Hemingway)
1. Review Literary terms Worksheet – This is for them – Do you need answers?

2. Finish group work from previous class

3. Review terminology: point of view, theme and style AND plot, character and setting
a. Style: The manner of expression of a particular writer, produced by choice of words, grammatical structures, use of literary devices, and all the possible parts of language use. Some general styles might include scientific, ornate, plain, emotive. Most writers have their own particular styles.

b. Theme: The idea or point of a story formulated as a generalization. In American literature, several themes are evident which reflect and define our society. The dominant ones might be innocence/experience, life/death, appearance/reality, free will/fate, madness/sanity, love/hate, society/individual, known/unknown. Themes may have a single, instead of a dual nature as well. The theme of a story may be a mid-life crisis, or imagination, or the duality of humankind (contradictions).  Differentiate from Moral, Plot, etc.
4. Discuss Stories

a. Hills Like White Elephants

Read out loud?
i. The railroad station setting is important to the progress--the plot--of the story. How does this physical setting parallel the thematic concerns of the story as well?

ii. How does the title relate to the story?

iii. What is the point of view of the story, of the characters in the story?

iv. What is the theme of the story?

v. How might we differentiate Hemingway’s style from Poe’s?

vi. What can we say about the characters in the story?

1. Note each sentence or paragraph that is not enclosed in quotation marks, and explain how each brief commentary affects your understanding of the characters and the lives they lead.

2. Why does the girl repeat the word "please" seven times? Anger? Hysteria? Fear? Frustration? Why does the man leave her at the table?

b. The Tell-Tale Heart

i. Who do you think this narrator is?

1. Examine the first sentence of the story. The narrator seems to be responding to the accusation that he is insane. What evidence does he provide that he is not insane? What does this argument reveal about the narrator?

2. Throughout the tale, the narrator seems to be keenly aware of his own thinking. Find examples of this and consider the value of such awareness.

3. How does Poe convey tone and emotion through the voice of his narrator?

4. How trustworthy is this narrator? What concrete facts do we know about the narrator and the old man? If any? 

5. Could this narrator be female?

6. How does Poe develop suspense? How is his technique different from, say, a Stephen King novel? Or is it? How long do you think this would be if it were made in a movie? How might this be filmed?

ii. How might this story be different if a different point of view had been used?

iii. Briefly discuss the development of plot in the story.

iv. How might we differentiate Poe’s style from Hemingway’s?

v. What impact, if any, does the setting of the story have on its development?

5. Share Opening Paragraphs from Novels

a. In small groups, read the opening and discuss what elements of the writing differentiate the authors from each other.  THEN, define what you might call their Style.
