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Summer Reading Extravaganza - English 10 - 11 
"IF" JOURNALS
TASK:
a) Choose, read, and write a brief response journal about ONE GOOD BOOK this summer.


b) Share your overall thoughts and a brief passage from the book with the class in August.

STEPS:
(Now:)

1. Choose a book:
- that is a book-length narrative (tells one continuous story) - fiction or non-fiction




- that you are INTERESTED IN!  (see teachers, librarians, or the CB library site for ideas)



- that is at an appropriate reading level for you (i.e. you can read it independently)



- that is written in English




- that you have NOT read in another class, and will NOT study in this class



(specifically, no Pride and Prejudice, Lord of the Flies, or Twelfth Night)

2. Set up your "IF" response journal (may be typed OR hand-written):




- Label the first page like the example, and write your brief introduction (Entry #1).




- Divide your book into three roughly equal parts, and record the page numbers.
(This summer:)

3. READ!

- setting time goals can help - maybe 30 min. a day, or 1 part each week

&
4. Respond:

- when you get to the end of Part 1, choose one of the journal options to write about 


for Entry #2. (Length: 1 paragraph, approx. 150 words)




- repeat for Entry #3 (Part 2 of the book) and Entry #4 (Part 3 of the book) - BUT, 



choose a different option each time



- write your conclusion (Entry #5)




- length of each entry: 1 paragraph (100-150 words)
(In August:)

5. Share:

- explain the basic premise of the book (who the main character is, where they are, 


and what the beginning of their problem is)



- share some overall thoughts (rating, likes/dislikes, recommended audience)




- introduce and read aloud a short, interesting passage, to give everyone a taste of the 


story (approx. 
100 words, 30-40 seconds)
EVALUATION:

	Fail
	Weak but Passable 
	Partly Successful 
	Solidly Successful
	Excellent or Outstanding

	- incomplete, extremely unclear, or below grade level
	- basic completion, with superficial consideration of the question / response to the novel
	- often successful, but with some gaps in completion, clarity, or depth of thought
	Journal responses are complete and show thoughtful, personal consideration of and connections to the story 
(6.7 "responds to lit.")
	+ show outstanding creative or analytical effort

                                   /15

	- incomplete, extremely unclear, or below grade level
	- basic completion, with superficial content, frequent lack of clarity, or weak nonverbal skills
	- generally successful, with some weaknesses in clarity, content, or presentation style
	Oral presentation gives a clear introduction to & evaluation of the book, and effectively shares an interesting passage
(6.7 "responds to literature," 

8.4 "presentation skills")
	+ shows excellent clarity, depth of thought or response, and/or speaking skills
                                  /10


Example Response Journal (can be typed or hand-written):
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Your Name


Ms. Armstrong


English 10


20 Aug. 2010


Summer Reading "IF" Response Journal





Entry #1: Introduction [Date]


Introduce:	- the title (underlined) and author


		- the date and place the book was first published


		- why you are interested in this book


		- how you determined it was at an appropriate level


		- the page numbers of the three sections you have divided the book into








Entry #2: Part One of the Novel [Date] [Option Chosen]


	If...








Entry #3: Part Two of the Novel [Date] [Option Chosen]








Entry #4: Part Three of the Novel [Date] [Option Chosen]








Entry #5: Final Thoughts [Date]


Discuss:		- your overall enjoyment of this book, on a scale of 1-10 (tamales, chocolate sundaes, Porsches...)


		- your favourite, and least favourite aspects of the story


		- which audience(s) you would recommend this book to


		- your thoughts on this journal assignment











Options for Entries #2, 3, and 4: (Choose one per entry)


		


	Cinematic Option: If this part of the book were a movie (or, if it is already a movie, a new & improved 	version), who would you cast in the role of the main character(s)?  (Explain...)





	Visual Option: If this part of the book were a colour, it would be... (Explain.)





	Musical Option: If this part of the book had a soundtrack, one song I would choose for a specific scene would 	be... (Explain.)





	Facebook Option: If the characters in this part of the book were on Facebook, their statuses would read... And I 	would befriend / block / cyber-stalk / post terrible photos of ... (Explain.)





	Sports Option: If the main character's struggle were symbolically represented as a boxing match, who/what 	would be in each corner, what would each fighter look like, who would be coaching them, and how would each 	round of the fight go?  (You may also substitute "soccer game," or another sporting event, with appropriate 	corresponding details.)





	Conversational Option: If you could talk to the author about one real-life idea, attitude, or issue that you found 	interesting in this part of the book, it would be...  and your comments / questions would be... (Explain.)





	Choose Your Own Adventure Option: Create your own "if" statement that allows you to share your personal 	response, analysis, and interpretation of this part of the book.  Explain in detail. 














