Summer Reading for Rising Seniors
Grade 12 2011-2012
Critic´s Corner

Congratulations! You just got a job on an evening news show as the culture and arts guru, informing the public of cultural events and artistic happenings in the community. Part of the job entails hosting a weekly segment called ¨Critic´s Corner.¨ In this segment, the show producers want you to deliver short critiques of movies, art exhibits, and novels.  
The subject of your first ¨Critic´s Corner¨ segment is a one to two minute critique of your summer reading novel.  This should be 200-300 words in writing. 
Example (224 words):

Good morning and welcome to Critic´s Corner. I´m your host, Ms. McDermott. 

Are you a person that likes to be surprised, or do you like to know what to expect? 
If you prefer having an idea of what´s coming,
 check out John Steinbeck´s classic novella, Of Mice and Men
, the story of two men and their pursuit of the American dream during the Great Depression in California. While chasing their dream, migrant workers George and Lennie face several challenges, many exacerbated by Lennie´s low IQ and innocent love of soft things. 

Steinbeck´s use of foreshadowing 
throughout the novel leaves readers waiting to see how far Lennie´s obsession with furry objects will go
. In the opening scene he pets a mouse to death, then he kills a puppy, and then, well, I don´t want to spoil it for you, but when you read it yourself, Steinbeck will probably give you enough clues to guess. 

The foreshadowing isn´t just limited to Lennie´s weaknesses though
. You might even guess the ending after reading ¨I should´ve shot my own dog,¨ 
when a fellow migrant worker is regretting letting another person euthanize his old, ailing, canine friend.  

So, if you like playing detective
, Steinbeck certainly gives you enough clues in this tragic story. Perhaps too many. If you prefer twists, turns, and surprises and don´t want to be bogged down by too much predictability, 
you might consider another book. 

Other topics clearly visible in Of Mice and Men that I could have chosen to evaluate and their possible impact:



Dialect – enhances portrayal of time period, lifestyle/education of migrant workers


Dialogue – shows Lennie´s mental capacities, clue to relationship structure between George and Lennie as well as George´s personality



Diction – words like bindle stiff and Stetson stay true to time period


Imagery – each chapter opens with setting imagery, making the novella seem like a play, especially with all the dialogue too. It also repeats the image of a snake and paradise-like settings, alluding to the Garden of Eden. 

Symbolism – Snake and Heron representing the Garden of Eden and highlighted the evil of humanity. 
Overall Structure:
· Intro to Critic´s Corner like a newscaster.

· Hook/Attention grabber.

· Intro to book with brief overview of book. (<80 words)
· Element discussed (You may want to state your claim about the effect of the element right away, even though in the example it is kept until the end.)

· Support for claim 

· some examples, paraphrases, or overarching statements

· 1 to 2 direct quotes 

· Evaluation of how the element/device improves or worsens the reader´s experience. Be specific. 

· Does is make a character more likeable? forgivable? Evil?

· Does it highlight a particular theme?

· Does it add suspense? Horror? Predictability?

· Does it make the narrator more annoying? Unreliable? awkward? 

· Does it make the message or characters seem cliché, like something reader´s have seen a million times?

· Conclusion that connects back to the hook and claim without feeling repetitive.  Try to be creative at a level that matches the job of a television reviewer.  Think about what kind of signature statement or rating system might you have if you were a professional critic (i.e. Siskel and Ebert´s ¨two thumbs up¨ and the five star rating system.)

Warning!
This is shorter than you think. You will have to be very concise and to the point.

 Pay particular attention to organization and flow (notice my example has 5 paragraphs, even though it is only 224 words). DO NOT hand in 1 gargantuan paragraph! 

Spend no more than 80 words summarizing. I summarized in 42. 

Make sure you have a specific evaluation of the effect. Do NOT tell me something generic or obvious like  ¨The imagery helps the reader picture what is happening.¨ To go deeper, think of answering questions like:

What mood or feeling does the imagery create?

Is there a lot of imagery related to something in particular, like smell, water, touch, darkness? Is there too much imagery so that the reader just wants something to happen? 
Book Selection

All books should be at the appropriate reading level for each student and should not have been read in previous years. The idea is to match your interests with your reading level. 

For any book you are considering, I suggest turning to a random page in the middle of the book and reading it to see if you like the author´s style. Some books start slow, so I always read to page 30. If I still don´t like the book after page 30, I pick another one.  

The Great Gatsby and The Crucible will be read in class, so do not read them over the summer.  
Topic Suggestions
Possible literary devices, plot tools, and stylistic elements to consider evaluating in addition to the ones listed in the example:

	Irony
	Tone
	Figurative language

	Allusion
	Point of view (1st, 3rd, Omniscient)
	Cliff Hangers

	Narrator (reliable? Various?)
	Setting
	Parallel Plots


Assessment
All together, your summer reading is worth 50 points, approximately the same weight as essays in this class, and approximately 7% of your first semester grade. 

Your written portion will be graded on the following benchmarks:

30 points Total

10 pts  ELA 12.1.11   Writes in response to literature – analyzes devices and effects
5 pts    ELA 12.2.4    Uses support
5 pts    ELA 12.2.5    Organizes writing

5 pts    ELA 12.3.1    Grammar/Usage

                  correct verb tenses (past participle after have, present after did)

                                        correct word usage (where/were, this/these, etc)
       correct subject/verb agreement (add -s to verbs with for 3rd person subjects)

5 pts    ELA 12.3.2     Mechanics –
Capitalization (All important words in titles, not just the 1st.)

Spelling

Punctuation (Double check all commas are necessary and not comma  

            splices/where a period would be better)

Formatting (Novel titles are italicized.)

Your speaking portion will be graded on the following benchmarks:

20 points Total

5 pts  ELA 12.8.1  Evaluates effectiveness of formal presentations (peer and self evaluations)
10 pts ELA  12.8.3 Makes formal presentations 




Do not read directly from writing, have a visual (book, photo…)

5 pts   ELA  12.9.1  Cooperates  (Any disrespectful behavior during other presentations loses points.)
The written portion will be due electronically by 7am, Friday,  August 19th on TURN IT IN.

A printed copy needs to be put in a folder in the classroom by 2:30pm Friday, August 19th, whether you have class Friday or not. 

Oral presentations will be scheduled the first week of school and will begin August 19th. 
Late work will receive a 0%.

Academically dishonest work will receive a 0% and disciplinary referral.
� Introduction to segment


�Hook. Get the reader´s attention. Connect to something in the reader´s/viewer´s life. 


�Make sure to create flow between sentences. 


�Name author and book. 


�Very brief overview of story – 80 words maximum. 


�Pick ONE literary device or plot element to focus on. 


�Notice this phrase helps connects the idea ending  the previous paragraph. 


�Examples to support claim. (not quotes)


�Transition


�Include 1 or 2 specific quotes from novel. 


�Use inventive ways to state your evaluation. 


�Evaluation of the effect of the technique or device.  


�Overall structure of conclusion mimics the structure of the intro (like/dislike) but elaborates. It is not repetitive. 





