SUMMER READER ASSIGNMENT FOR

EIGHT GRADERS COMING UP TO H.S.
The students coming up to high school need to read a novel up to their standards (hopefully no elementary novels) and based on the theme of it, write 5 commentaries (+ / - 150 words each) about that particular theme, and how it is applicable to any aspect of the students lives, or their society. 
(families, school, group of friends, or even the world). 

This is more of a personal log on the novel, and NOT a summary of it. 

examples ( *all taken from entries written by ninth graders)
Based on the reading of "The Outsiders" by S.E. Hinton, which theme is adolescence, students wrote: 

(DO NOT READ THE OUTSIDERS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PLEASE)

(1)

The situation that is presented in the first chapter is an atmosphere of struggle and conflict. Adolescents usually have conflicts or struggle to relate to other adolescents, specially the ones that have noticeable differences, such as social class or physical looks. The mood for the east side guys is having their hair with gel and that is a physical characteristic that makes a difference between greasers and socs, as it does in many other social groups that want to have a trait that identifies them plainly.

(2)
Usually children and adolescents state that they hate their brothers, but that is just a reaction to the fact that brothers fight. When a brother gets into trouble with another person usually the oldest brother stands for the youngest; this is like an instinct: to protect brothers and sisters no matter how much you fight. In this case the three brothers live by themselves, this is a major and valid reason for protection among them. In personal experience I cannot tell much regarding brothers and protection among them due to the fact that I have neither brothers nor sisters.

(3)
In the world there are some factors that make people not get along with each other. The major concern in the first chapter than afterwards will be the reason for the conflict of the book is the effect of social classes in young people. This conflict has got to the point of violence among youngsters just because they are not the same economically, physically, nor mentally. Specifically speaking, in the book the conflict is between the rich, Socs, and the poor, the Greasers. People cannot walk alone without the fear that they are going to get jumped by the other group. Each social class have become a gang that fights for a reason no one knows, neither do they. 

(4)

Personally, I have witnessed many rumbles in which the contenders are people my age and usually from different schools. I really don’t know why this conflict due to but is certainly there is really something. There may be school rivalry, social rivalry, or maybe just for fun. I have witnessed horrible fights in which people end up really injured. The threats people make to each other are disastrous, they say that they are going to let them invalid, can’t they realize the gravity of the threat?! Fortunately I have never seen any of these threats come true, but I’m sure some day and somehow they will be worst and they are going to come true. 

(5)
Not many people have the courage to admit to the crime and are willing to take full responsibility of what they have done.  The problem is that when you don’t confess it is even harder, the guilt will end up consuming you and you will never be able to live a normal life. As hard as it might be to confess it is also hard to life with knowing what you have done. We have our own way of punishing us. Sometimes just the fact of receiving the punishment can make us feel better. 

(6)

Going to prison can really change us, what it does to people only those who have been there can tell. Having your best friend in that position, knowing what it can do to him and not being able to stop him of what you know is a big mistake isn’t every ones dream. Going to prison can really harden, to a point where you stop feeling to protect yourself. If this is hard to a person who was already tough, imagine what it would do to someone that is so innocent. 

(7)
Sometimes there are people who are bad at showing their emotions, and are not comfortable when other does. Just one little act as crying can really make other feel well, that one show of appreciation can change many things. Then I started thinking that could have also prevented so much. Just showing you care for someone can prevent so many things. Sometimes we don’t realize how such little things can have so many effects.  

(8)
We could witness in the chapter before this one how a confused a teenager can really be. Teenagers have their hormonal level out of the normal rates and their emotions, reactions, and impulses are all based on these levels. People who once had a painful and harsh life have reached into the light and have realized that. These teenagers have matured more than the average ones and they can serve as role models in their group.

(9)
Everybody thinks about suicide as an option is some point in life; it is both the end of current problems and the possibility of a better life, the chance to start over. Yes, everybody thinks about suicide, most keep it silent for fear of being considered insane, these are the ones who try to hide it deep inside their soul as a flicker of hope in order to face everyday. There are some that brag about desiring suicide, they claim their issues are more serious than everyone else’s and that it is not that they are scared of death but of what comes afterwards. It has been proved that those who claim they are going to commit suicide aren’t really considering it as a true possibility but as a way to draw attention to themselves and get someone to stop them if they ever pretend to attempt it. 

(11)
Friends can be very special people to yourself because of the way they can make you feel when you face certain situations that can be presented like problems where friends can give you a hand and help you out or give you the support you need to overcome this kind of obstacles. Losing a best friend or even a friend can become a traumatic event in someone’s life. Friends get to become such important pieces in the life of a human being that losing them to death can cause an enormous damage to the individual. But at the time where death happens and after the grief for the loss something must be immediately realized there is no solution to the problem, there is no solution to death. It must be accepted and move on for there is no way out to such situation. Then move on.  

