Colegio Bolivar

English 10  2011-2012
Maggie Chumbley
Summer Reading

Due: Hard copy, beginning of first English class of the 2011-2012 school year. No late work accepted.

Value: 20 pts (10% of your first semester grade). 
Length: Three pages maximum. Typed, 12 point font.
Directions: 

1) Choose a tenth-grade level fiction novel. Some favorites are listed below.
2) Read the novel thoroughly.
3) Choose one character in the novel that you would like to analyze on a deeper level. It could be the main character or the narrator or even one of the minor characters (ex. Instead of focusing on Lenny from Of Mice and Men, you can choose Curley’s wife). You may not choose the author.
4) Write a one paragraph introduction explaining why you chose your book, and why this particular character. 

5) Write a mock interview with the character. Pretend you are a psychologist hired to analyze the character. Create a set of 6-10 questions that the character will “answer” in order to show different aspects of his or her personality. Your interview questions will explain your understanding of the character’s beliefs, goals, ideals, motives, values, expressions, prejudices, fears, and desires. 

Rubric:
	10.1.9.

Writes in Response to Literature (10 pts)
	10.9.3

Arrives to class with work prepared. (5 pts)
	10.6.1
Analyzes complex elements in literature (5 pts)

	8-10 pts

Clear, concise writing with few obvious errors.
	5 pts

Has assignment with proper heading first day of class, when bell rings. See below for sample.
	4-5 pts

Offers compelling interpretations of character.



	5-7 pts

Some sloppy mistakes, but generally understandable.
	3 pts

As above, but heading is incorrect.
	2-3 pts

Focuses in on character, but does not go in depth. More summary than analysis.

	0-4 pts

Plagiarized. Obvious mistakes that make it hard to read.
	0 pts
Does not have assignment when bell rings, first day of class.
	0-1 pts

Plagiarized, or clearly summarized from SparkNotes. Obvious lack of effort.


English 10 Summer Reading
 Sample
	Jose Diaz

English 10

August, 17, 2010

Summer Reading: An Interview with Curly

From Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck

Introduction:


This summer I read Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck. I read this book because I had heard good things about it from my brother. He said it was written about the American Great Depression, a period in history that has always interested me, and that it was about regular people, not rich and famous people. It was also kind of short, which I liked. For this project, I chose to interview Curly, who is a minor character. He is one of the characters in the story who has power, and I thought it would be interesting to try to figure out why he’s such a mean person, when he could’ve been a nicer boss.

Interview:

Jose: Hello, Curly. Thanks for joining me. Can you begin by telling me a little about yourself? What is important to you?

Curly: Well, Jose. Let me start be saying I got a lot of work to do. I don’t have a ton of time to mess around with some high school student. But I will tell you that money is important. I mean, if you don’t have money you don’t have anything. That’s why I have to run a tight ship on the ranch. Those boys will take advantage me, if I don’t.

Jose: Were you worried that Lennie and George would take advantage of you?

Curly: I never trusted those two, especially that big guy. I knew it from the minute they...


English 10 Summer Reading
12 Books Students Have Enjoyed in the Past

The Hobbit, JRR Tolkien 

The Alchemist, Paoulo Coehlo 

Hole in my Life, Jack Gantos 

Farenheit 451, Kurt Vonnegut 

Cat’s Cradle, Kurt Vonnegut 

Joy School, Elizabeth Berg 

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee 

Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson 

Night, Elie Wiesel 

St. Iggy, KL Gong 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley

Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
The Chosen, Chaim Potok

Little Bee, Chris Cleave
The Bean Trees, Barbara Kingsolver

