Plagiarism Workshop
Friday, August 22, 2001
Agenda

Did You Know???

· 66% of 16,000 students from 31 prestigious U.S. universities have cheated at least once, says 1991 Rutgers University study . 

· 12% of those reported themselves as regular cheaters. 

· This means nearly seven out of ten students cheat, and at least one of those cheats all the time!! 

· 36% of undergraduates have admitted to plagiarizing written material, says 1997 Psychological Record study (2).

· 4 out of 5 high achievers surveyed in 1998 admitted to cheating on school work according to publishers of Who's Who Among American High School Students (9). 

· More than half of those students said such cheating was "no big deal," and practically none got caught.

· Cheating on campus increased an estimated 744% from 1993 to 1997, says University of California-Berkley officials (9).  30% of a large sampling of Berkeley students were recently caught plagiarizing directly from the Internet.
· 58.3% of high school students let someone else copy their work in 1969, and 97.5% did so in 1989.

· 90% of students believe that cheaters are either never caught or have never been appropriately disciplined
· According to the Gallup Organization, the top two problems facing the country today are: 1) Education and 2) Decline in Ethics (both were ranked over crime, poverty, drugs, taxes, guns, environment, and racism, to name a few)
1. Please write down the following information:

· Define Plagiarism.

· What are the school rules against plagiarism?
· What are your rules against plagiarism?
· What do you do to discourage plagiarism in your class?

2. Where do students find information to plagiarize

· Ex Students

· Library

· Papers written for profit

· Each other

· Search engines

· Online journals and magazines

· Cheat Sites on the Internet

a. A-1 Term Papers, http://www.a1-termpaper.com/index.shtml
b. Academic termpapers Homepage, http://www.academictermpapers.com/
c. Jungle Page, http://www.junglepage.com/asp/index.asp
d. No Sweat, http://www.nosweat.com/
e. Top 100 Essay Sites, http://www.freeessay.com/top100/
f. Pink Monkey, http://www.pinkmonkey.com/MemberFrame.asp
g. School Sucks, http://www.schoolsucks.com
h. Cheat House, http://www.cheathouse.com
i. Cheater, http://www.cheater.com
3. Examine Online Sites briefly to see what’s available.

4. What can we do to combat plagiarism in the classroom?
· Work with your students to make sure they know what plagiarism is.

· CB English Department Handout for students on plagiarism

i. Examples of plagiarism for students

ii. What do I lose by cheating?

iii. What are the penalties for plagiarism at CB?

· Show them you know about the internet sites they may use.

· Talk about copyright laws AND why they are important.

· SHOW THEM how to document their information AND THEN expect them to do so.

i. Discuss the benefits of citing sources.

· Make the penalties clear and ALWAYS follow through.

· Be able to identify it when you see it
· “Mixed citation styles.

i. If some paragraphs are cited in MLA style, while other references are in APA, and perhaps one or two are in CBE or Chicago, you are probably looking at a paste-up. 

· Lack of references or quotations.

i. Lengthy, well-written sections without documentation may have been taken from general knowledge sources, such as encyclopedias, popular magazines, or Web sites. 

· Unusual formatting.

i. Strange margins, skewed tables, lines broken in half, mixed subhead styles and other formatting anomalies may indicate a hasty copy and paste job. 

· Off topic.

i. If the paper does not develop one of the assigned topics or even the topic it announces, it may have been borrowed at the last minute or downloaded.  Similarly, if parts of the paper do develop the subject, but other parts seem oddly off, the product may be a cut and paste. 

· Signs of datedness.

i. If there are no references after some well past date (e.g. 1985), or if a data table offers a company's sales from 1989 to 1994, either the student is using very old material or the paper itself is rather old. 

· Anachronisms.

i. If the paper refers to long-past events as current ("Only after the Gulf War is over will we see lower oil prices" or "Why isn't the Carter administration acting on this?"), you almost certainly have a recycled paper on your hands. 

· Anomalies of diction.

i. Many undergraduates do not understand the concept of levels of diction.  They think all words are equally welcome in every paper.  As a result, when those who plagiarize with the cut-and-paste method perform their deeds, they often mix paragraphs of varying levels together--the sophisticated scholar's paragraph precedes the breezy journalist's commentary, which may be followed by the student's own highly colloquial addition. Similarly, you may come upon some suspiciously elevated vocabulary usages.  "Thesaurusitis" is one source of this, to be sure, but a common source of such vocabulary is another writer, who should have been quoted rather than simply copied.  "What do you mean by 'ineffable'?" can sometimes provide you with inexpressible information.  Lastly, if you find that the paper uses several archaic terms, or words no longer used in the way the paper uses them, you may be looking at some very old text. 

· Anomalies of style.

i. Is the prose style remarkable? Are there two-page paragraphs that remind you of a nineteenth-century encyclopedia? Is there ornate rhetorical structure?  Does the introduction get in its own way and stumble around, only to give way to glowing, flowing discourse?  Is there a mixture of British and American punctuation or spelling, with consistent usage within large sections? 

· Smoking guns.

i. This category might be called "blunders of the clueless," since it includes obvious indicators of copying.  Reported in the past have been labels left at the end of papers ("Thank you for using TermPaperMania"), title pages stapled to Web printouts (complete with dates and URL in the corners), title pages claiming the paper is by Tom Jones when subsequent pages say "Smith, page 2," and papers with whiteout over the previous author's name.” (Harris)
· Understand why students cheat
· Take the shortest route to finish an assignment

· Students are faced with too many choices and can’t organize time well.

· Students feel that their writing skills are inadequate.

· Students like the thrill of breaking rules.

· Educate yourself about plagiarism

· See what’s available on the internet for the assignments you give; often a simple search will show you.

· Assignment strategies for prevention of plagiarism

· “Make the assignment clear
i. Be specific about your expectations.  Should the paper be an individual effort or is collaboration permitted?  Must the paper be unique to your course, or do you allow it to be submitted to another course as well?  (In scholarly publishing, such multiple publication is usually called self-plagiarism. If you require a unique paper, be sure to prohibit photocopied papers and insist on original typescripts or printouts.)  What kind of research do you require?  How should it be evidenced in the paper, by quotation or just summary?  It has been claimed that a major source of poor student papers (not just plagiarizing) is the unclear assignment.  You might ask another faculty member to read your paper assignment and discuss with you whether or not it is clear and detailed enough for students to fulfill in the way you intend.
· Provide a list of specific topics and require students to choose one of them.

i. Change topics from semester to semester whenever possible. Unusual topics or topics with a narrow twist are good because there will be fewer papers already written on them. If you provide a substantial enough list of topics (say two dozen), most students will find something that can interest them. You can also allow for a custom topic if the student comes to discuss it with you first.
· Require specific components in the paper.

i. For example, "The paper must make use of two Internet sources, two printed book sources, two printed journal sources, one personal interview, and one personally conducted survey." Or, "You must make use of Wells' article on 'Intelligent Design Principles,' and some material from either the Jones or Smith book." Or, "Include a graph which represents the data discussed in the first section."  Requirements that will strongly inhibit the use of a copied paper include these: 

1. Use of one or more sources written within the past year.  A requirement like this will quickly outdate most paper mill products. 

2. Use of one or more specific articles or books you name or provide.  The articles could be available online (from the Web or one of your university's proprietary databases) to save the effort of photocopying and distribution. 

3. Incorporation of some information you provide (for example, a data set). 

4. A personal interview with an expert or authority.  An interview creates both a current and a checkable source. 

5. If a student begins with someone else's paper and has to work additional material such as the above into it, you'll probably be able to tell. (For example, the fit will be awkward where the new material has been stuffed in or the writing styles will differ.)

· Require process steps for the paper.

i. Set a series of due dates throughout the term for the various steps of the research paper process: topic or problem, preliminary bibliography, prospectus, research material (annotated photocopies of articles, for example), outline, rough draft, final annotated bibliography, final draft. Some of these parts can be reverse engineered by the determined cheater, but most students should realize that doing the assignment honestly is easier than the alternative. 

1. The rough draft serves several functions.  A quick glance will reveal whether whole sections are appearing without citations. At the draft stage, you have the opportunity to educate the student further and discuss how proper citation works. You can also mark places and ask for more research material to be incorporated. If you are suspicious of the paper at this point, ask for the incorporation of some specific material that you name, such as a particular book or article.  Keep the drafts and let students know that you expect major revisions and improvements between drafts. (This is actually a great way to improve students' writing, quite apart from the other goal of preventing plagairism.)

· Require oral reports of student papers.

i. Ask students questions about their research and writing process. If students know at the beginning of the term that they will be giving a presentation on their research papers to the rest of the class, they will recognize the need to be very familiar with both the process and the content of the paper.  Such knowledge should serve as a strong deterrent against simply copying a paper.  Regardless of how many times a student reads over a copied paper, much of the knowledge of the research, the drafting, leaving out, and so on will still remain unknown.  Alternative to an in-class presentation is a one-on-one office meeting, where you can quiz the student about several aspects of the paper as needed. 

ii. Many students have been caught by simple questions like, "What exactly do you mean here by 'dynamic equivalence'?" Few students use words they cannot pronounce, so having them read some of the paper aloud can be interesting as well (although you may be merely exposing the mindless use of a thesaurus). If you suspect a student has copied a whole paper, complete with citations, asking about the sources can be useful. "Where did you find the article by Edwards? It sounds fascinating.  Can you bring me a copy at the next meeting?" Or, "This quotation seems slightly out of context. What was Follet's main point in the chapter?"

· Have students include an annotated bibliography.

i. The annotation should include a brief summary of the source, where it was located (including call number for books or complete Web URL), and an evaluation about the usefulness of the source. (Optionally, as a lesson in information quality, ask them to comment on why they thought the source credible.)  The normal process of research makes completing this task easy, but it creates headaches for students who have copied a paper from someone else since few papers include annotated bibliographies like this. Another benefit of this assignment is that students must reflect on the reliability and quality of their sources. 

· Require most references to be up-to-date.

i. Many of the free term papers online (and many of the ones for sale) are quite old, with correspondingly old references. If you require all research material to be, say, less than five years old, you will automatically eliminate thousands of online papers.  Such a recent date restriction is not usually workable for some subjects, such as history or English literature, but you can always require a few sources of recent date. 

· Require a metalearning essay.

i. On the day you collect the papers, have students write an in-class essay about what they learned from the assignment. What problems did they face and how did they overcome them? What research strategy did they follow?  Where did they locate most of their sources? What is the most important thing they learned from investigating this subject?  For most students, who actually did the research paper, this assignment will help them think about their own learning. It also provides you with information about the students' knowledge of their papers and it gives you a writing sample to compare with the papers. If a student's knowledge of the paper and its process seems modest or if the in-class essay quality diverges strikingly from the writing ability shown in the paper, further investigation is probably warranted.” (Harris)

· When all else fails

· Look for the source of your student’s plagiarized work.

	
	· Plagiarism.Org 
http://www.plagiarism.org

	
	· Digital Integrity
http://www.findsame.com

	
	· IntegriGuard
http://www.integriguard.com/

	
	· Glatt Plagiarism Services, Inc.
http://plagiarism.com

	
	· EVE2.2: Your Best Defence Against Internet Plagiarism
http://www.canexus.com/eve/index.shtml

	
	· WordChecksystems
http://www.wordchecksystems.com
· Find Same

http://www.findsame.com


· Use a simple search engine

i. “Identify a unique string of words in the paper. Using a variety of search engines, search for the phrase using quotes " " and the plus sign, +. For example: +austen +"fair share of monsters" turns up only one paper. 

ii. Search for the title, again using quotes " ". If the student hasn't had the foresight to change the title, you may find it listed on a term paper site.” (Fain)

· Talk to your librarian

· Talk to your students

It’s up to us to make a difference.
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